
Axel Brandenburg January 1, 2023

Clarifications regarding the allegation of Villa Europa

In the following, I present evidence that

(i) I was invited to what appeared to be a genuine scientific meeting (Figures 1–6 with emails of April
and May 2020).

(ii) The subsequent email conversation concerning copyright agreements appeared to follow standard
procedure and did not involve anything about payments (Figures 2 and 4 with emails of May 13,
2020, and May 7, respectively).

(iii) A 63-page letter, dated November 4, 2021, appeared to draw a connection between my lecture of
April 24, 2020 and the copyright agreement with a claim that I agreed to a payment of 2785 euro
(Figure 7 with a copy of a letter of November 2021). It also contained copies of a letter to my
director, Niels Obers, who has never seen this until now. This appears to be fabrication of evidence
(Figure 9).

(iv) The authenticity of Villa Europa is questionable (Figure 8 with a screenshot of December 2022
showing the alleged location and the non-existence of the claimed website).

(v) Villa Europa is not a trustworthy and credible organization; see the attachments demonstrating
parallel allegations and investigations against them.

A list of 13 witnesses is included. It is followed by 7 additional names, including that of Professor Henrik
Hult, who is being tried on similar charges.

1 Preamble

On April 8, 2020, I was contacted by “Matteo (Matt) Ferensby” (on behalf of the scientific committee)
and asked to present a talk in the On-line Symposium “COVID-19 by the Numbers, Modes, Big Data,
and Reality” on what was then to be April 15 through 16, 2020. This person gave as his address the
University of Warsaw.

There is a question who “Matteo (Matt) Ferensby” actually is. He has no scientific record and was
not present during the meeting that finally took place on April 24. There were 10 presentations on that
day. I have been in touch with all of those participants during November 2021. All presenters have in
common that they had papers on the arXiv, an online preprint platform; see below.

In hindsight, there is also doubt that the person “Anne Adamchewsky”, who introduced herself as “a
secretary/office person to the COVID-19 colloquium” really exists. (Another scientist, who gave a talk
on another day, wrote me on Nov 4, 2021 that this person uses the face of another person.) She emailed
me on May 13, 2020 saying that “I forwarded to you via traditional postal service some paperwork to
be signed before (copyright, etc. issues).” (It is unclear what “before” refers to.) On May 24, 2020,
she wrote “The youtube.com service requires us to clear the copyrights and publication issues, therefore
please return our paperwork as soon as possible.” The URL of the recording was given in that email and
already publicly available at that time.

2 Evidence of usual, non-commercial communication

I did sign the paperwork, but, because my institute (Nordita) moved into another building, I didn’t keep
any copies. I can therefore not confirm that it contained anything about any expense, which was never
mentioned anyway. But, according to a letter from “Sad Arbitrazowy Lewiatan” dated 28 October 2021



Figure 1: Evidence of usual, non-commercial communication: First contact on April 8, 2020. Expression
of interest. Reference to scientific organizing committee and University of Warsaw.

Figure 2: Evidence of usual, non-commercial communication: request to sign copyright (May 8 and 13).

Figure 3: Evidence of usual, non-commercial communication: youtube recording published on May 24
and confirmation of receipt of documents.

there is a 3-paged document with my signature at the end where it says ”All participants - natural persons
- of the Debate April 24th, 2020 agree ... to furnish to the organizer a net two thousand seven hundred
eighty five euro to cover editorial work and open access publication required for the debate proceedings.”

2



Figure 4: Evidence of usual, non-commercial communication: Conditions stated in their letter of May 7,
2020, mentioning “free of charge” under their first item 6.

In fact, reference to signed documents presented by ”Villa Europa” should be taken with care. In the
case of another participant, falsification of signed documents have been reported.
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Figure 5: Evidence of usual, non-commercial communication: Follow-up emails of August 2020 about a
second version of some documents.

Figure 6: Evidence of usual, non-commercial communication: Schedule of the talks (left) and Youtube
listings, all freely available.

In hindsight, there is no clear connection between who is meant by the organizers, the names ”Mat-
teo (Matt) Ferensby” and ”Anne Adamchewsky”, and ”Villa Europa” that is mentioned in the signed
document. This constitutes in my opinion intentional deception.

3 Evidence of fraud:

• Email threads of April - September 2020 all indicating standard correspondence that is expected in
connection with other online meetings and the requests to publish recordings online. If the intent
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Figure 7: Evidence of fraud: Excerpt of documents received in November 2021. Villa Europa is mentioned
for the first time. agreement with a claim that I agreed to a payment of 2785 euro The authenticity of
these documents remains unclear.

Figure 8: Evidence of fraud: location within University premises, mentioning website that is not available.

was to request payment, this should have been mentioned.

• The document with my signature, which only mentions in words “two thousand seven hundred
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Figure 9: Evidence of fraud: Copies of a letter to my director, Niels Obers, dated April 2020, but sent
to me in November 2021. Niels Obers has never seen this until now. This appears to be fabrication of
evidence.

eighty five euro” instead of “2785.- euro”. The fact that this is hidden in a 3-page long document
(if it is even real!) is evidence of attempted deception. In fact, I have never been involved in any
recording of a scientific presentation where the author has to pay.

• The statement ”All participants ... of the Debate ... agree ... to furnish ...” is wrong. None of the
other 9 speakers of that day have agreed to or performed any payment, nor have the speakers of
other days paid them anything.

• Email correspondences showing that only scientists from the EU have been approached for payment.
None of them have paid anything, Yet the recordings of all talks has been publicly available since
April 2020 under https://www.youtube.com/@vvoip_theoretical_geograph821.

Below the contact details of witness scientists involved in the conference and the arXiv numbers of
their papers presented at the meeting (my own paper is: https://arxiv.org/abs/2002.03638).

4 Witnesses:

1. Victoria Lopez <vlopezlo@ucm.es>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.09874. Has been approached by
them, but has not reacted or paid anything.

2. Alessio Muscillo <alessio.muscillo2@unisi.it>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.14239. Has
been approached by them, but has not reacted or paid anything.
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3. Ranga Rao Venkatesha Prasad <R.R.VenkateshaPrasad@tudelft.nl>, https://arxiv.org/abs/
2003.11920.

4. Ali Nasseri <ali.nasseri@gmail.com>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.13221. Has *not* been
approached.

5. Anand Sahasranaman <anand.sahasranaman@krea.edu.in>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.

09715. [He and this email no longer seem to be active.]
6. ”V.K. Jindal” <vkjindal06@gmail.com>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.09912. Has *not* been

approached.
7. Sebastian Goncalves <sebastiangoncalves@gmail.com>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.09032.

Has *not* been approached.
8. Josimar Edinson Chire Saire <jecs89@usp.br>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2008.11344. Has *not*

been approached.
9. Marco Paggi <marco.paggi@imtlucca.it>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.08207. Has partici-

pated, but has not provided any feedback to me yet.
10. Marco Baiesi <marco.baiesi@unipd.it>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2010.03416. Has partici-

pated in another session by the same organizers. His university identified falsifications in signed docu-
ments returned by Villa Europa.

11. Francesco Piazza <Francesco.Piazza@cnrs-orleans.fr>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2003.06031.
Has participated in another session by the same organizers and has been approached by them, but has
not reacted to any requests.

12. Giada Adelfio <giada.adelfio@unipa.it>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2009.03712. Has partici-
pated in another session by the same organizers and has been approached by them, but has not reacted
to any requests.

13. Silvia Ullo <silvullo@unisannio.it>, https://arxiv.org/abs/2011.05808. Artificial Intel-
ligence algorithms and multi-sources Data Processing Has participated in another session by the same
organizers and has been approached by them, but has not reacted to any requests.

The 13 people above can act as witnesses showing that the indentation of the organizers is predatory.

5 Parallel accusations against Villa Europa

A case similar to mine has been filed against

Professor Henrik Hult <hult@kth.se>, case number: Ö 11558-2.

He has been in touch with the following persons in his session, which was in June 2020: Martijn Hoogeveen
(Delft University of Technology), Benedetta Cerutti (IIT, Milan), Francesco Piazza (University Firenze),
Marco Baiesi (Padova University), Reyer Gerlagh (Tillburg University), Konstantinos Gkiotsalitis (Uni-
versity of Twente), Maziar Nekovee, Sussex University, and Olivier Johnson, Bristol University.

In the following 3 pages, I attach documents sent to me by Giada Adelfio <giada.adelfio@unipa.it>

making accusations against Villa Europa. They contain accusations of falsification and a police report.
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Palermo, 11/10/2022 

 

VIA E-MAIL: anne.adamczewsky@gmail.com 

                   anja.muller1996@gmail.com 

 

To the attention of:  

Villa Europa Sp. z o.o. 
In the person of the legal representative 
u.l. Sienna 64, 00-820 Warszawa 

Subject: Removal of the webinar of October 23, 2020 – COVID-19 Disease Mapping with INLA 

I received on January 29, 2021, by post (registered mail RR 428 075 217 PL) a proposal for an agreement (called 

"Consent to publish Video Recording and License Agreement") relating to a video-lecture I delivered upon invitation 
(with waived participation fees) within the web-based conference-debate "Covid-19 by the Numbers, Modes, Big 

data, and reality", organized by Mr. Matt Ferensby for "Spatial Bayesian Hierarchical Modelling" on October 23, 
2020.  

 

We verified that even if you stated that the participation to the conference was completely free and you asked by 
email to ‘Fill by hand a few lines indicated by the color sticks and return in the attached envelope’ about the 

document titled ‘Consent to publish video recording and License Agreement’, you have unilaterally and secretly 
modified it. I refer to paragraph 2.10 on pag. 6 of the agreement, reporting some costs that you ever mentioned 

before written by bad faith in letters and not as a well visible table of costs. In this form it cannot be retained 
acceptable by any part of a real loyal agreement, or further by any judge in Europe.   

I have not got any formal proof that you received a copy of this letter signed by me. 

 
Moreover, you have continued to stalker me sending a document written in Polish titled ‘Regulamin PESA’ (RR 449 

477 159 PL) and other letters in successive months. 
 

Finally, the 10th of October 2022 I got an email by the address anja.muller1996@gmail.com to my job address, 

demanding an amount of money in the light of a court award you cite, still proposing an amicable approach to deal 
with this issue.  

 
In light of this serious elements, no agreement can be considered finalized, and nothing is due from me. 

 

The methods by which you have acted, both in the phase prior to the webinar (where no reference has ever been 
made to edition costs), and in the subsequent one of sending the documentation, seems to demonstrate a clear 

intention to obtain a consent through deception and tricks, in violation of all principles of fairness and good faith in 
the negotiations. My University formally notifies you to cease and desist from any attempt to obtain any cost.  In 

addition, my University proceeded to lodge a complaint to the competent authorities. 

Moreover, the postal police of Palermo issued an official complaint on the 10th of October 2022. 
For these reasons, I order you to delete my intervention from your Youtube channel and your online platform and 
remove my name from your contacts and in association to your webinars. 
 I intimate and distrust you to fulfill the above, ailing that I announce you that I filed a police report complaint for 
stalking towards you. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 Giada Adelfio 

 






